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Kayak man takes to the road
The lone kayaker on an expedition from Echuca to Melbourne has left the Goulburn River and taken to the Melba Highway in the second leg of his epic journey.

“I’m very glad not to be paddling up-hill,” he said. “The river gets steeper and steeper from Shepparton to here and walking over the Great Dividing Range will be a doddle.”

The kayak with wheels was constructed at Posselt’s engineering company Watergates, which he sold to fund his expeditions down the Darling and Murray Rivers, down the Mary River, by sea from Brisbane to Sydney and now up the Goulburn River and down the Yarra to Melbourne.

Posselt is passionate about saving the Murray River after realizing that the industry he has worked in for 30 years has had a major role to play in destroying it.

“As the Murray dies from the mouth up, we are all beginning to realise that our rainfall is disappearing, the landscape is drying up and southern Australia will not be able to supply the food we need,” he said.

He is mounting this latest expedition to bring attention to the folly of spending more than a billion dollars to build a pipeline to take water from a dying river system for the city of Melbourne.

“The people of Melbourne are not thieves,” he said. “When they understand the plight of the river, they will insist that their government harvest stormwater, provide rain tanks and help them become more efficient users of water. Melbourne has alternatives, the river does not,” he said.

Posselt expects to arrive at Federation Wharf below Federation Square on Sunday 16th August at 1:00pm. Farmers and towns people from the Goulburn Valley are expected to welcome him there, along with environmental and water groups from Melbourne.

More information about the expedition can be obtained from www.kayak4earth.com

--- ENDS ---

SOUNDFILES

A broadcast quality version of the soundfile is available at http://www.thegenerator.com.au/files/soundfiles/Give the water back.mp3
IMAGES

Print quality images are available from www.kayak4earth.com/media.html 

Broadcast quality audio and video is available through media liaison officer Giovanni Ebono 0402 779 375

BACKGROUND

Posselt is single-handedly paddling or dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne at the incredible rate of 35 kilometres a day.

“It is a grueling pace,” he told radio journalists by telephone from the river, “but I feel compelled to do something to get the message through. The river has no options.”

In 2007 Posselt paddled the Murray Darling and was shocked to find that Australia’s once great river system no longer reaches the sea.

“This government plans to take 75 billion litres of water each year, out of a river system that is dying from the mouth up. The water simply is not there,” he said.

The government claims that the extra water can be saved through water efficiency. Posselt has been a water engineer all his life. 

“You cannot pump 75 billion litres of water out of a basin and claim that you have ‘saved’ water,” he said.

Farmers are angry because they believe that water officials know that the savings are imaginary but will support anything that sees government investment in water infrastructure.

